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Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (SAFE Act)
H.R. 7618

Rep. Carol Miller (R-WV) Rep. Melanie Stansbury (D-NM)

o

SAPTA



Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (SAFE Act)
H.R. 7618

IPPE H.R. 7618

* Initial Preventive Physical » Adds new PT falls prevention
Examination. policy to this program.

* “Welcome to Medicare” visit * If determined during the IPPE

- Medicare pays for one per visit that the patient has had a
lifetime. fall within the past yeatr, it

» Must be done in the first 12 would trigger referral to a
months of Part B coverage. physical therapist for falls

screening and services.
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Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (SAFE Act)
H.R. 7618

‘Annual Wellness Visit (AWV) H.R. 7618
« Adds new PT falls prevention
» Done after the first 12 months policy to this program.
of Part B coverage. * |If determined during the AWV
visit that the patient has had a
« No IPPE or AWV within the fall within the past year, It
past 12 months. would trigger referral to a

physical therapist for falls
screening and services.

P

SAPTA



SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act

(S. 4556/H.R. 9179)

Position

The American Physical Therapy Association strongly
supports the SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act

(S. 4556/H.R. 9179). The legislation would establish
an Office of Falls Prevention within the Veterans
Health Administration, tasked with preemptively
identifying and treating veterans at risk of falling.
The SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act was introduced in
the Senate by Sens. Angus King, I-Maine, and Mike
Rounds, R-S.D., and in the House by Reps. Nikki
Budzinski, D-lll., and Jack Bergman, R-Mich.
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providers. However, neither the U.S. Department of

Veterans Affairs nor the VHA currently has a single
authority to lead falls prevention efforts across

the department. The VHA also does not include a
screening requirement for veterans deemed to be a
falls risk.

Solution

Coordinating falls prevention services and expanding
screening would reduce the number of falls each
year and save the VA millions of dollars a year by
preventing hospitalizations. Enacting the SAFE
STEPS for Veterans Act would help achieve this goal
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SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act
H.R. 9179/S. 4556

Establishes VA Office of Falls
Prevention

« Central office for monitoring and
encouraging falls prevention
activities throughout VA.

« Creates subject matter expert panel

Reporting requirement

e Screening procedures and
Interventions

 Use of electronic records to ID falls
risks

* Info on home modification grants.

Falls prevention service
requirements

* Yearly assessment by licensed
PT or OT for vets in nursing

homes.

* Annual assessment by licensed
PT or OT for vets receiving

extended care services.
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Stand Strong Falls

Prevention Act
(S.5023)

APTA endorsed bipartisan
legislation to create a
National Falls Prevention
Plan and improve Medicare
coverage for falls
prevention.

Have questions or want to learn more?
Email advocacy@apta.org.
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APTA's Landmark Report Communicates the Value of Physical
Therapy to Consumers and the U.S. Health Care System

et THE REPORT CONDITIONS POLICY AND PAYMENT CAMPAIGN RESOURCES

\\’lAPTA &

The Economic Value of
Physical Therapy in the
United States

Choosing physical therapy helps Americans live better lives The EconormicValiead

sats Ph 1 They in th
and could save the health care system millions of dollars Ut soates TN

annually, ultimately providing more resources for better =
services to individuals and communities nationwide. Physical
therapy helps Americans avoid complications from surgeries,
long recoveries, and the risks of overuse of prescribed opioids

and other medications.
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These are the findings from a landmark, evidence-based

report by the American Physical Therapy Association, "The

Economic Value of Physical Therapy in the United States."

ValueofPT.com
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Contact Information

Justin Elliott
Vice President, Government Affairs

justinelliott@apta.orq

Twitter: @JustinAdvocacy

SAPTA


mailto:justinelliott@apta.org

Questions &
ANnswers
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