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APTA Advocacy on Falls Prevention



www.apta.org/nptm





Rep. Carol Miller (R-WV)       Rep. Melanie Stansbury (D-NM)

Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (SAFE Act)
H.R. 7618



Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (SAFE Act)
H.R. 7618

IPPE

• Initial Preventive Physical 

Examination.

• “Welcome to Medicare” visit

• Medicare pays for one per 

lifetime.

• Must be done in the first 12 

months of Part B coverage.

H.R. 7618

• Adds new PT falls prevention 

policy to this program.

• If determined during the IPPE 

visit that the patient has had a 

fall within the past year, it 

would trigger referral to a 

physical therapist for falls 

screening and services.



Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (SAFE Act)
H.R. 7618

.
H.R. 7618

• Adds new PT falls prevention 

policy to this program.

• If determined during the AWV 

visit that the patient has had a 

fall within the past year, it 

would trigger referral to a 

physical therapist for falls 

screening and services.

Annual Wellness Visit (AWV) 

• Done after the first 12 months 

of Part B coverage.

• No IPPE or AWV within the 

past 12 months.



Angus King (I-ME), Mike Rounds (R-SD)
Nikki Budzinski (D-IL), Jack Bergman (R-MI)



SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act
H.R. 9179/S. 4556

Falls prevention service 
requirements

• Yearly assessment by licensed 
PT or OT for vets in nursing 
homes.

• Annual assessment by licensed 
PT or OT for vets receiving 
extended care services.

Establishes VA Office of Falls 
Prevention

• Central office for monitoring and 
encouraging falls prevention 
activities throughout VA.

• Creates subject matter expert panel

Reporting requirement

• Screening procedures and 
interventions

• Use of electronic records to ID falls 
risks

• Info on home modification grants.





APTA’s Landmark Report Communicates the Value of Physical 
Therapy to Consumers and the U.S. Health Care System

ValueofPT.com 



Contact Information

Justin Elliott

Vice President, Government Affairs

justinelliott@apta.org

Twitter: @JustinAdvocacy

mailto:justinelliott@apta.org


Questions & 
Answers
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