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History of Assistive Technology 
 In 1990, the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA ) added the definition of AT devices and 
services. 

 Technology-related Assistance for Individuals with 
Disabilities Act of 1988 (Tech Act).
 NCATP is funded under the Tech Act 

 In 1998, Congress re-authorized this legislation as 
the Assistive Technology Act of 1998.

 Amended in 2004 (P.L. 108-364). 
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Assistive Technology Device

• “Any item, piece of equipment, or product 
system, whether acquired commercially off 
the shelf, modified, or customized, that is 
used to increase, maintain, or improve 
functional capabilities of individuals with 
disabilities.” 
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Assistive Technology Service 

• “Any service that directly assists an 
individual with a disability in the selection, 
acquisition, or use of an Assistive 
Technology device.” 
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North Carolina Assistive Technology Centers

Sylva AT Office 828-631-9461
Morganton AT Office 828-608-5686
Charlotte AT Office 704-566-2899
Winston Salem AT Office 336-716-8030
Greensboro AT Office 336-487-0550
Raleigh AT Office 919-859-8360

919-664-1245
Sanford AT Office 919-718-9122
Greenville AT Office 252-830-8575 Ext. 204

252-999-7214
Wilimington AT Office 910-746-6843
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Services Provided.

• Device Demonstrations

• Short term device loans (2 weeks)

• Open-ended loans

• Device Reutilization

• Public Awareness

• Consultation Services/Training 

• AT Assessment 

• AAC Assessment 

• Alternative Financing Program (Self-Help Credit Union)
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Services Provided..

• Under the Cares Funds, NCATP can provide AT/AAC 
assessments, consultations, training, and train-
the-trainer services to individuals who are aging 
and have disabilities. 

• Specific focus is on individuals in transition or 
facing social isolation and/or with no resources to 
support these services.  

• Otherwise, these services are fee-based as 
mandated under the Assistive Technology Act.
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Categories of Assistive Technology 

• Vision
• Hearing
• Activities of daily living
• Communication
• Computer access
• Education, learning, and cognition
• Positioning/Mobility
• Recreation and Leisure
• Vehicle- Not vehicle modifications
• Other
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Assistive technology is determined using  
individual centered approach. 
−Focus on individual function. NOT on disability
−Focus on environment and use of AT in that 

environment
−Focus on individual skill sets and goals
−NOT standard for every person (even if situation 

is similar)
−NOT a one size fits all approach
−Overall goal is to promote independence in 

individuals of all ages in all settings. 
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Where to start??

Preventing Falls begins with 
planning ahead!!
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What NOT to do…
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Instead try this…
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Everyday Activities

• Reachers/Long handled devices
• Long handled sponges & loofas, 

floor brush, long handled 
dustpans

• Ring Doorbell System

• Fall Sensors/ Monitoring Devices
• Wi-fi camera monitor 
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Everyday Activities

• Ring Doorbell System

• Fall Sensors/ Monitoring 
Devices

• Wi-fi camera monitor 
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Bathroom
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Medication 
Management
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Vision

• Individuals with low 
vision or have 
vision impairments 
may benefit from 
using…
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Stair 
Safety
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Mobility
Individuals who have lower mobility could benefit from…
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Disclaimers

• Assistive technology is not limited to 
the devices shown in these slides. They 
are only used to represent some of the 
devices we can offer to individuals. 

• NCATP staff do not represent any 
specific vendor or product. 



NCDHHS, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services | Title | Date 21



NCDHHS, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services | Title | Date 22

Funding Sources Contact/Website

• Project C.A.R.E 

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/assistance/adult-
services/project-care

• Family Caregiver Support Program

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/aging-and-
adult-services/adult-day-services/daas-area-
agencies-aging

• Lifespan Respite Vouchers 

https://www.highcountryaging.org/services/lifespa
n-respite-project
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Resources

NCATP Website: 

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/vocational-
rehabilitation-services/north-carolina-assistive-
technology-program

DAAS Community Resources & Connections 
Brochure:

https://files.nc.gov/ncdhhs/Division-of-Aging-and-
Adult-Services-booklet.pdf
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Contact

For any further information on ADRC Cares Grant 
work with NCATP or possible ADRC Grant referrals 
contact :
Sarah Gachuz
NCATP Aging Specialist
Email: sarah.gachuz@dhhs.nc.gov
Phone: 919-960-1949

Co-Presenters Contact Info: 
Tammy Pereboom (Charlotte AT Center)
PT, Assistive Technologist Professional 
Email: tamara.pereboom@dhhs.nc.gov
Phone: 704 566 2899

Christey Kirk (Morganton AT Center)
COTA/L, Assistive Technologist
Email: christey.kirk@dhhs.nc.gov
Phone: 828 608 5686


